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Kenya will soon export its first consignment of cashewnuts to the United States following a vigorous programme by the US to empower local farmers in Coast Province. 

The programme has trained more than 250 cashewnut groups comprising more than 5,000 farmers in better tree management, aimed at increasing productivity, and linked them up with cashew processing factories. 

United States Agency for International Development (USAid) business organisation development advisor Harrigan Mukhongo, told The EastAfrican that his agency had committed $7.5 million towards revival of cashew nut farming in Kenya. 

The 2003-2007 programme, implemented by Fintrac Inc in collaboration with a number of local organisations, including the Ministry of Agriculture and the Kenya Agricultural Research Institute is managed through the Kenya Horticultural Development Programme. 

The programme’s objective is to increase household incomes for smallholder farmers involved in production of horticultural products. 

The programme identifies new products and markets, and links producers to markets through private sector businesses," said Mr Mukhongo. 

The programme has also been instrumental in training firms and producers in EurepGAP standards for fresh products destined for EU markets. EurepGAP stands for European Good Agricultural Practices, requirements that apply on a worldwide level to agricultural and market gardening businesses in terms of food safety, shelf life and quality. Since January 2005, over 1,500 smallholder farmers have met EurepGAP standards at the Kenyan Coast. 
  

