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MInister of Culture anQ

Tourism, ~ba~sad~r
Mohammed Dirir. said Ihe

Lucy's exact date of dcp;u.
lure was not yel decided
bUI preparation. •• arc under·
way (0 fin ••lizc the neces·
sary prep..ration.

According tn Dirir. the

country's shOlrc nf receipls
from gloh.1I tnurism

remains meager.

Elhiopian Culture and Tourism

officials said Lucy's fn~"il will he
t ••ken 10 a museum in the US as poIrt
of Ihe new nalional campaign
reeenily launched to promole
h')urism

th;1I has nut heen reflected on

impro~ement of cnunlry's infrastruc·
lure.

Continut!d on pagt! 3

According In the report.
Ethiopia's co.ld nelwnrk is one of the
lowest in the world '-IS mC;Jsured in

. 0
terms of Road Destiny per ,(XX) km-
.and road destiny per 1000 popuh ••
tiun. making the counlry one uf Ihe
least networked nalion in sub-Saham

Africa, the others being M~tli. Niger.
Mauritania und the Sud.m.

The reports c'llled fur ;111

. increased involvement nf fnrcign .md
local compunics in Ihe conslructinn
of roads and dams,

lbe report also revealed domestic
cunslruclion companies suffer from

luck of capacity as cumpared with

Lucy to go to USA
By Dagnachew Teklu

ADDIS ABEBA 'Lucy' aka
'Oinkncsh'. lhe famed palcnnlologi.
COIldiscovery uf human fns.,ils dat.

ing hack 10 3.5 milliun years. will

he Iraveling In the US. officials dis­
closed.

ADDIS ABEBA - Althuugh the
incre ••sing numher of c~lpilal a"nd
tnVeslmefll in the conslruction sector

in gcnef<ll have resulted in a m~lrked
growlh of Ihe sector. Ihis h'lS not
heen the (.·••se with conslruclion of

mads in (he enuntry and the road
netwurk remains puur. '-' report
reve'lled.

This was slo.lled at •• h.M d'lY tax
awareness worhhop thOiI H.evenue
AUlh()rily (fIRA) mgltnized in col·
lahnr<llion with the Association uf
Ch'Htered Ccrtirie\! Accuuntanls

(ACCA) fnr the cunstruelinn sector.

The rcpnr1 released hy FIRA said
it Wa.\ true that favurolhle invl."Stmcnl
climate for Ihe ccmstructiun sector

has driven a significant numhcr of

local and foreign investments. bUI

nl.."Ssin the field: the USA I

lishing read.

. According In the USAID. Ihe

ultimale OIim of thc prujecI is 10
increase productivity in Ihe slated
agricultural sectors. r<list farmers'

incomes. hoosl ugrihusincss sales.
and dwmalically increase Ethiopia's
agricullural exports.

The. project activi,ty will he over­
seen hy a steering co"!minee com.
priscd of repre~entatives from (he
funding Agency. Ministries of Traue
&Induslry. Agricultural & Rural
Development. and Finance &
Economic Develupment as well as
Associaliuns engaged in the large led
suh:seclors.

The project cnnlract h••, 1.1'1
April heen awarded 10 Fintrac. "a

leading US agrihu!'oiness c(lnsulting
firm."

Ont! of the project SUt!sin.·o/.·t!d in t!nhancillg
It!atht!rproduction

"Lasl week. 1.608 AWD new

cases wilh ~9 dcalhs werc reported

aems.' Ihe country. hrining Ihe 101411

case numher to 19.170 with 181
dcalhs." UN Office for the
Cnordinattun nf Humanilarian

Affairs (UN OCUA) said un
Tucsd ••y ..

Offici.!!s <It the Ml)H ••hu cun·

firmed the dCOlth of ;around 50 peu·
pie in ;Jnd uut side AtJdis Ahaha.

Twu people died fcom A WD in

COli/inlied on page J

try.

scheduled 10 run 2Uuo·2IJUQ as a .

three-year initi3ti~e. with Iwo addi·
Itunal opliun years .

The projeci will he pm~iding
clients wirh ••n inlcgmled pmgrdrn of

technical ••ssistance and training
focusing on lhe four agricultural suh
sectors of major import.1nce 10 the
counlry. accurding a USAID m·oulh·
Iy hullelin.

"By targeting farmers and allied
agrihusiness including processors.
traders. and exporters. Ihe project

will offcr a hold. inlegr.ued approach
to de~cloping the agricultural ~Clnr
in order 10 improve the competitive·

ADDIS ABEBA - A 211-millinn

US' dollars Agribusiness and Trade

Expansion Project aimed at hoosting
the productivity of Etf1iupia's major
exports officially launched on
Tuesday by the Unitcd Slates
Agency for International

DevelOpmenl (USAID) al lhe Addis
Ababa Hillon Holel. Pruject
Contractor Chief of Party Sleven
Humphreys disclosed 10 reporters on
Monday .

The biggest USAID priV;'ltc sec­
lor project since 1%1 '. according to

USAIO representatives - the pro­
gram is planned 10 innale sales and

export revenues of four largeled
major expor1 hems by 4S0 million
US dollars ovor the coming three
years. Humphreys said.

The project. which will he imple­
mented in four regions. namely
Amhara. Tigray.Oromia. and
SNNP. will involve hor1icullurc. cof.
fee. hides &. skin.,,· and leather. and

oil 5Ceds and pulses.

According to the Chid of Party.
the activity will employ murket led
approach and help pick up S<)les and
export revenues of horticultural
products.. coffee. hides & skins and
leather. and oil seedsand pulses hy
700%. 60%. 70%. and 45% respec­
tively over the coming three years.

Funded hy .he USAID. Ihe

Elhiopia Agrihusiness and Tn.de
Expansion Project (Activily>.is

By Hayal Alemayehu

New diarrhea cases
kill 40 in Regions..

By Dagnachew Teklu

ADDIS ABEBA- 4~ people died

of the newly reported Acute Walery
(AWD) said to be spreading in Ihe
country bringing the 101411 dcalh Inll
10182

Last week the Ministry of Health
(MoH) reported that the numher of
people who died of A WD W<lS129.

Uowever. during Ihe lasl few

days more and more people arc
reported 10 havc died from Ihe new

Diarrhea case, mainly tn the

Southern regional state uf the coun-
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