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Nile Petroleum to launc_h benzene
mixed with ethanol fuel

By Dercje Berhanu

ADDIZE ABABA, Ethiopia -
Sudan Nile Petroleum is set o
launch ite benzeds and ethanal
fuE] mix today.

The company already has pen
mission to lgunch E3 from The
Ministry of Mines and Energy
and the Quality and Standards
Autharity.

Arcording to @ source from
the ministry, ES will be in petral
atathons from Loday, October 11,
08,

ES, which will contain five per
cent ethanol, will be found in all
sl petrol stalion companies in
Addiz Ababa.

The production of E5 saves 15

days worth of benzene hard eur
rency Lo the government every
yeur

Budan Nile Petroleum CD LTT
and six petroleum station sigpned
an agresment so distbute the
new fuel. The Minlsiry of Mines
and Energy coordinated the
aTrEement.

Nile Petroloum Eihtopia Braneh
has alrendy bullt & mixing plant in
Oromia Reglonal State, Suluita
that cost 58 milion

The ethanol product eame from
Fincha Sufar factory, but in the
coming years we will expeet the
Increasing  ethanot. production
and also increasing ethanol per
cenlages in other products.

Currently, Fincha sugar fastosy

15 producing &ight million litres
of ethamot, & by-produict of sugar
LT,

According 1o the mindstry,
the government k& planning o
inerease Ethanol produetion from
tujar factorles to Ineresse Etha-
nol production from elght millien
ta 12 mifkon litres. The other
three sugar factories are in Afar
Hegional State,

Tendo is the biggest factory
under construction and prodie-
tion will riee significantly when
it 45 operaticosal. The four year
target is 124 milllon Heres.

Ethiopia spends »large amount
of forelgn currenoy mparting fel.
For inslgnce, Ethiopla bnparted
188 milion tones of fuel during

Lhe past tax vear ot & cost of Bler
13.5 billion representing & rise of
atgut 17 per cent from the pres
cinfing one. Of this, 1.73 milllon
tanes- was desel, whils 452172
Lonnes was benzene and jet fuel
imported from Sudan

The Ethiopian  Petreleum
Enterprise plans e import a
tatal of 2,18 miliocn tonnes of
fuel during the current Ethiopian
fisen] year, at an estimated cost
of Birr 237 billion . However, the
burden of subsidzing the domes-
tic market from an ineréase in oil
prices in the iInternatbonal market

has become bed much for the gov-

ermment.
From October 3, 2008, the gov-
ernment hos decided gas atation

level  prices of benzene, dlesel
and kerosene on a monthly basts,
without seaking prior approwal
from the Couneil of Ministers. -

“Thi ghuncil has alse nstructed
the minlstry of trade and industry
Lo adjust local prices according Lo
international ones, thus transfer-
rng the cost directly td consum-
ers.

The coupcil reviewed prices
after eight months; in 2008, prices
were adjusted twice., while in
the subsequent years, they were
adjusted ones each.

The latest adjustments, how-
ever, were the largest ever made
&t & thme; & price af a litre of diesed
shot up by .72 Br to §.62 Br, and
that of kerosens climbed fo 559
Bz, an Inerease of 28T Br

The rise in the price of benzens
was not as’huge - it went up by 56
cents to 1015 Br These record
IncTenses were ag a result of the
Councll of Ministers' decision
to - transfer internotlonal peices
directly to the market. *

Leather and textiles consortium trade shows success

By Dereje Eerhanu

ADDIS ABABRA Ethiopia
- U2alD's support to a local
leather consoriium has resulted
in suecess at an international
trade show.

Taytu is group formed by
leather and hand-wowven TExtile
producing Small and Medium
Enterprises [(SME). The dozen

compenles are now going Lo get
support fo enter Lhe Internation 3]
market oy ha

Ethe I3 ¢

market.”

According to Teshome, Tayiu's
brand geis recognition in Ethic-
but not internationaly. The
plan i& o change this by partici-
pating in hig international fashion
tradse shows,

USAID supported Taytu three
times recently Lo participate in
this kind af exhibition; the recent
Wew York show was part of this
and alsd they will participats next
werk 0 the Los Angeles show,

Acegrding Lo USAID, st o fash.

Nine other stores from the United
States, one lrom South Horea and
ane from Japan made up the list
af purchasers.

VRAID's ATEP suppoerta Exhio-
plan efforts 10 maximize expori
earnings from priority sectors Bke
the leather industry. Cwar the last
two years, USAID's ATEP and
UNMIDO have actively supported
Taytu's participation in high end
trade shows n Eurdpe and the
United States.

This periicipation has helped

ment of stall and the establish-
ment of @ modern showcase
and retall cutlet in Dembel City
Center in Qetober 2007, Through
thiz shop, Taytu has sold more
than 550,000 of products.

Taytu's  products combines
unjque desipns inspired by age-
old Ethiopian traditions with
the superh gquallty of Ethicpian

leathar and indigenous workman-
ship of the SMEs' artisans.

Initially supported by UNIDO
and ITC, Taytu was forrmed five
Fears sgo to market s members’
products to Western markets,

USAID's ATEP joined UNIDO
in 2007 to support the comsor
thum. *
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