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Field day for farmers
By Muluken Yewondwossen

Aspartofajoint initiativewith
the Ethiopian Horticulture
Producers and Exporters
Association (EHPEA), the
United States Agency for
International Development
(USAID) has organised an
export ftuitsand vegetables
fiel~ day on Saturday,
November21 at OmegaFarm
in Sebeta, a town 25kmwest
of Addis Ababa.

The, field' dayw'as aimed at
introducing improved farm
technolQgy a.ndagronomic
practices; enhancing trujIket
promotions;creatingIleWsales

, opportunities and establishing
links between the public and
private sector organisations

, responsible for horticulture
development.

More than 70 international and

loc~ companies showcased
their products and services at
the event. The companies are
engaged in the manufacturing
and marketing of
agrgchemicals, irrigation
systems; fertilisers, biological
controls,packaging,seedan4
nursery, rnachinery and
equipments and freight and '

Ethiopian flowers for export

logistics, according to the
organiser.

A total of 400 p~icipantS;
including conunercial farms,
smallholder farmers, the
Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Development
(MoARD),fesearch institutes,
NGOs; sector associations, and
international and local
agricultural il1Putsuppliers
attended the ev~nt.

In the horticulture sector,
"USAID is mairily focused on,

the provisionof effectiveand
comprehensiveextensionand

technicalservices on top of the
marketing services to support
economic growth in high-value
exports for conunercial export
companies, out-growers and
smallholder fanners.

USAID works inclose
collaborations with, the

EHPEA,which provides a
forum fof the growers and
exporters of flowers"
ornamentals, ftuits, herbs and
vegetables.

, EJ:IPEA's activities are mline,
with the export development
strategies of the Government
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of Ethiopia supported by the ,I
Ethiopian Horticulture!
Development Agency, which is ;
a MoARD organisaHoI),)'

establisheda yearago. . .! :

OmegaFarmis engagedin the,!:
production of a variety o~W

vegetables" including snoil
peas, sweetcom and mang~?'
tout fDr the Eur
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The fani1 is also a member of;.
Aurora Fresh, an international i
marketing organisation,
supplying fresh produce tQ~I

global markets with the
support of USAID-ATEP.
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