INESS

s T

Greenhouse to help
keep farms in black

As concept spreads from flowers to other crops, tomato
farmers are the latest beneficiaries of the technology

BY CATHERINE RIUNGL AND S0LLO KIRAGU

BllyA 18 00 Coairse 1o be-
COMLNE # Oior gresn-
nouse as the technol

ofy associated with success-
ful flower farming spreads o
other crops. Under a coneept
developed by the Kenyn Hor-
ticalmre Development Fro-
pramme { KHDF), preenhouse
production of tomavcas has
biees stepped up in an eflort
i stabilise supply and prices
Al varions demonsiration
ln Mombasa and Eericha
parly this month, hundreds
of farmers welcomed the
mew lechoology whilch prom-
ases Detler vields, less dse of
chemienls and redueed dam
ape eompared 1o traditionnd
frmling T Eoricha, growers
sitid the reeent hadlstorm that
destreved tea plantations alss
wipad oul Wmatoes, sdvessely
affectung Uils vears prodac-
oo, The gresnhouse copcegl
apipietls o the farmers most of
whoan own s rii i
sigred Lo
il I area
ctlogy L& & part-
tereen the (154G
arpanisstion and locnd
tewral i s suppli
ers. Semi and Csho

il Witk waler, |1 Likes
\TE [MLEITE pis +f
pinstic cover and o
sO0-ditre frrigation kit and
i lses Lo e st

land, the
wrnents anchad
fertilisers and

chermicals wonld cost about
Sh1S0000. The plet of land
cin grow 1000 plants.

Although recommendiog
the above as the minimums
farmners should go for 1o earn
bigher profits, EHDF =ays
cheaper aptinns ire availabile.
Mr Peter Randa, the market-
‘mg manager &nd project tech-
mical adviser at Semimis Seeds,
HAYE EFOWIIE crops ander
greanlouses lad many ad-
wantages, among them high
er producton from a small
pieces of land and continuons
harvesting, Gresphouse 0
mitoes have & sheld life of 23
days compired to 14 Jor thase
grawn in the apen

Continons output
[t 1akes twa manths for green.
house tomatoes e malang
andd three [or culdoor farm-
inug, be sakd, Doe bo copatalled
irrigation and teniperatures,
1 Sps L continoos
gutput of flowers and froils,
nll at different sages

O plant has the potenual
of up w 15k at first harvest,
Eaing up ta S0k by the time it
has completed its full cvele af
one wear. Thoe piun i

]
Keight I well looksd afier,
the minimuam plet of land
ender greenhouse produce
Han can yield op o 25000
tnines par year. Tomatoes ane
highly susceprtible to diseass

I TN o
Mis Jane Siged in a row
af tormatas plasted in a
greenhouss during the

workshop,
PRI S L

and thus reguire leavy ap-
plication of pest
under the greenion
ormes with basie tnuning on
Lygiene, sommien infections
1ike blights. borrits, mnd ma-
saic are easily preventable
Alsa controlled are lpaecis
and other pests knewn 1o in
vide plants ax well as weeds

Apnrt. frorm saving oo crop
progection chemicds, which
coratme & huge part of ag
riceltural producton costs,
less laour 5 emploved in o
greenficase, while cxposare
to chemichl toxing assockaled
with npplication is minimisecl
of ellminated

Flanting ssaterinis for the
greenhouse kave been spe
cinlly developed as high yield-
ng, although they can prow
outdecrs as well For this
progTamime, U DACETs e
recommendiig the Annpafl
Eybird tomats seed developed
Iy Seminis East Africa

i ¥

Ligg free chim farmers
in the initial smages of planting
arlvice on
Bpphicathen, s narketing
LTLAI s Midihi,

Mr | e Ochwada,

ns well as fechr

depaty ol KIFHF, siid
at the K uite that the
demnb

been han

farmern,




